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“SUHAKAM COMMEMORATES THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-
VIOLENCE” 

 
KUALA LUMPUR (2 OCTOBER 2015) - The Human Rights Commission of 
Malaysia (the Commission) joins the rest of the world in observing the International Day of 
Non-Violence today, 2 October, on the occasion of the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi who was 
the embodiment of the spirit of non-violence. 
 
Bearing in mind that non-violence, tolerance, full respect for all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, democracy, development, mutual understanding and respect of diversity, are 
interlinked and mutually reinforcing, the United Nations (UN) resolution of 15 June 2007 that 
established the commemoration invites all UN Member States to, among others, disseminate 
the message of non-violence, including through education and public awareness.  
 
In this regard, the Commission welcomes the pledge made by the Honourable Prime Minister 
at the Leaders’ Summit on Countering ISIL and Violent Extremism at the United Nations 
recently that Malaysia will not tolerate any form of violence and extremism committed in the 
name of religion, and in its capacity as ASEAN Chair, Malaysia “will fight tooth and nail to 
stem the spread of Islamic State (IS) ideology and stamp out all forms of extremism regionally 
as well as locally”.  
 
As everyone has the right to live in a peaceful world free of all forms of violence, the 
Commission calls for the empowerment of all citizens to actively participate in the building of 
a democratic society grounded firmly on a culture of non-violence and to totally reject any 
form or manifestation of extremism. 
 
On this occasion, the Commission also wishes to reiterate that it shall continue to advocate and 
promote attitudes, values and actions based on respect for life, dignity, and fundamental human 
rights of all.  
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