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“Marking International Human Rights Day 2016” 
 

KUALA LUMPUR (10 DECEMBER 2016)  - Together with the 
international community, the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) celebrates 
the 2016 Human Rights Day. Today commemorates the day in 1948 the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), proclaimed 
as a “common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations”, towards which 
individuals and societies should “strive by progressive measures, national and international, to 
secure their universal and effective recognition and observance”. 
 
While it has been a challenging year for human rights, Malaysia has witnessed some progress 
in the protection of human rights even as the many unfortunate happenings of this year are 
acknowledged.  
 
Recently, the police acted swiftly in dismantling a begging syndicate believed to have been 
exploiting persons with disabilities in Selangor and Kuala Lumpur. The Government have also 
committed to outlawing marriage of all children below the age of 18 and the unilateral and/or 
forced religious conversion of children. SUHAKAM advises that these commitments must be 
urgently implemented in full. 
 
Malaysia has witnessed significant human migration, including Rohingya refugees. Despite the 
increasingly dire humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, surrounding and potentially receiving 
countries including Malaysia that does not legally recognise asylum seekers and refugees, are 
reluctant to accept these persons, arguably due to security and/or political considerations. 
SUHAKAM hopes that as awareness grows, Malaysia will do more than hoping that the 
situation of the Rohingya will somehow improve.  
 
In its short lifespan, security laws, in particular the Security Offences (Special Measures) Act 
2012 (SOSMA) has been applied for non-terrorism purposes. For this reason, SUHAKAM is 
concerned that preventive detention, terrorism and security laws are being used to suppress 
freedom of expression and political dissent. SUHAKAM’s position remains that individuals 
should not be arrested and detained for exercising their right to freedom of expression. 
SUHAKAM is particularly concerned that although preventive detention is a rare exception, in 
practice it may become a rule, and used for purposes other than what it was enacted for.  
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A country’s success may be measured by how it treats its most vulnerable. Yet, fundamental 
rights of the Orang Asli have been repeatedly violated. Policies purportedly aimed at the 
development of the economy or infrastructure to benefit the country have had serious negative 
effects on many Orang Asli groups. Some Orang Asli have also been violently displaced from 
their traditional lands without their free, prior and informed consent, without satisfactory 
provisions for resettlement and without adequate compensation. As a result, they are denied 
their human rights and their means of livelihood. The Orang Asli who have sought to defend 
their lands in Kelantan have also been arrested and charged. 
 
Over the years, there have been concerns raised by local and international communities 
concerning Malaysia’s seriousness in combating torture, particularly in view of the high 
incidents of custodial deaths in the country. SUHAKAM hopes that by immediate accession to 
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, Malaysia will eliminate every sign of tolerance of actions of brutality and 
inhumaneness, and break the culture of denial and impunity. 
 
As the Government and the people of Malaysia have set ourselves an ambitious agenda to 
achieve a developed nation status by 2020, SUHAKAM emphasises that all human rights must 
be placed at the heart of national development, as human rights and sustainable development 
are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. SUHAKAM reiterates that upholding human 
rights is in the interest of all. 
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