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Mr. President, 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) is delighted to join the 

Human Rights Council in commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the two 

International Covenants on Human Rights, namely the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights. The implementation of the provisions contained in these 

Covenants is instrumental towards to ensuring the full and equal enjoyment of 

human rights by the people. 

 

While Malaysia has yet to accede to ICESCR and ICCPR, the Commission notes 

that the Malaysian Government has established a Technical Sub-Committee to 

study the feasibility of becoming party to several international human rights 

treaties including ICCPR and ICESCR. The Technical Sub-Committee was 

expected to conclude its study by 2013 and put forth its recommendations 

regarding Malaysia’s accession to ICESCR.  

 

The Commission also acknowledges that the Government has carried out 

numerous initiatives and programmes over the years under a range of national 



plans and policies, which have resulted in commendable economic and social 

progress especially in areas relating to poverty eradication, healthcare and 

education, among many others. Given the Government’s continuous efforts in 

these areas, the Commission is of the view that accession to ICESCR is timely and 

will reaffirm the Government’s commitment in promoting and protecting 

economic, social and cultural rights.  

 

Against this backdrop, the Commission urges the Government to expedite the 

process of becoming party to ICESCR as well as the other remaining core 

international human rights treaties in order to provide an enabling environment 

for human rights and fundamental freedoms to be fully respected, protected 

and fulfilled. 

 

Thank you. 


