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Mr. President, 

 

In Malaysia, recent studies have shown that while it appears that a majority of 

the people support the death penalty especially for murder cases, their attitude 

towards the punishment tends to change once they are presented with the 

circumstances of the crimes committed, leading them to a preference for either 

a discretionary death sentence, instead of a mandatory one, or other forms of 

punishment such as indeterminate life imprisonment or a determinate prison 

sentence.  

 

The Commission therefore believes that the perceived public support for the 

death penalty is not necessarily a major impediment to abolishing the death 

penalty in Malaysia.  There is a need for greater efforts by stakeholders, 

including civil society, to educate people on the inherently inhuman nature of 

the death penalty and how it is a violation of human rights.   

 

The Commission welcomes the Government’s proposal to review the mandatory 

death sentence for drug-related offences and recommends that the review be 

expanded to include other offences as well. The Commission also looks forward 



to the outcome of the study that is being undertaken by the Government on 

the death penalty, which hopefully will serve as a basis for the repeal of the 

mandatory death sentence, in the short term, and ultimately, the abolition of 

the death penalty altogether, in the long run.  In the interim, the Commission 

reiterates its call for a moratorium on executions.    

 

From a regional perspective, the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration enshrines 

the right to life of every person, and affirms that no person shall be subject to 

torture or any cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In this 

regard, the Commission hopes that Malaysia, as the current Chair of ASEAN, 

would not only uphold these principles but could provide impetus for the 

emerging ASEAN Community to move away from the death penalty.  

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 


