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Mr. President, 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) welcomes the 

comprehensive report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, Dr. 

Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, on her visit to Malaysia in February 2015.  

 

The Malaysian Government’s decision to invite Dr. Giammarinaro as well as the 

Special Rapporteurs on the Right to Health and on the Right to Food, 

respectively, all within a time frame of less than two years is commendable. 

The Commission hopes that the Government will extend more invitations to the 

UN Special Procedures.  

 

The recent arrival of thousands of victims of trafficking, refugees and smuggled 

migrants on the shores of Malaysia coupled with the discovery of close to thirty 

abandoned detention camps and over a hundred grave sites in Malaysia where 

victims of human trafficking were believed to be detained, tortured and buried 

are a testament to the gravity of the human trafficking situation in the country, 

which is most alarming indeed.  

 



In order to effectively address this issue, the Government and other 

stakeholders must acknowledge the interrelatedness between human 

trafficking, migrant smuggling and the plight of refugees who flee their 

countries and fall victim to multi-national trafficking syndicates. Governments 

concerned must also address the underlying causes and push factors, one of 

which is the lack of recognition of the status of the Rohingyas in their country 

of origin.  

  

The Commission recognises the complexity of the issue and while it welcomes 

the Government’s ongoing efforts to strengthen the Anti-Trafficking in Persons 

and Anti-Smuggling of Migrants Act, it is clear that the issue also calls for a 

more comprehensive and regional approach involving bilateral and multilateral 

arrangements.  The Commission strongly hopes that Malaysia, as the current 

Chair of ASEAN, could provide leadership and impetus within the region towards 

finding concrete solutions to this long-standing issue, which has led to 

egregious violations of human rights and fundamental liberties.  

 

The Commission urges the Government of Malaysia to consider positively the 

recommendations of the Special Rapporteur, with a view to adopting them.   

 

Thank you.  

 

 


