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Mr. President, 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) welcomes the 

comprehensive report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health,            

Mr Dainius Pūras, following his visit to Malaysia in December 2014.  

 

The Commission is of the view that on balance, access to healthcare in Malaysia 

has somewhat improved with the various efforts made by the Government in 

recent years including the upgrading of healthcare infrastructure and 

introduction of the 1Malaysia Clinics, 1Malaysia Mobile Clinics and the Flying 

Doctor service, which seek to provide greater access to healthcare, primarily to 

low-income households and for those from rural and remote areas.  

 

The Commission notes with much appreciation the Government’s commitment 

to achieve universal access to quality healthcare by adopting several strategies, 

as outlined under its 11th Malaysia Plan 2016 to 2020. However, the Commission 

is concerned that such strategies do not adequately address the challenges 

faced by certain vulnerable and marginalised groups including documented and 

undocumented migrant workers, refugees, asylum seekers and stateless 



persons – who make up a sizeable portion of the country’s population – in 

accessing affordable and quality healthcare services. Due to their minimal 

wages as well as lack of documentation and employment opportunities, among 

other things, these groups often experience difficulties in accessing public 

healthcare services, as they cannot afford them or fear being arrested, detained 

and deported.  

 

The Commission also shares the concern of the Special Rapporteur regarding 

Malaysia’s reluctance to accede to most of the core international human rights 

treaties as well as other relevant ones, and hopes that the Government of 

Malaysia will give due consideration to the recommendations underscored in 

the report of the Special Rapporteur.   

 

Thank you.  

 

 


