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Mr. President, 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia acknowledges the urgent need for a 

concerted global fight against the growing threat of extremism and terrorism, 

which are neither constrained by international borders nor limited to one 

ideology. Efforts must be made to prevent radicalisation, to strengthen the 

existing counter-terrorism measures and also to ensure the development of 

comprehensive deterrent and response strategies to terrorism.  

 

The Commission strongly supports the Malaysian Government in its efforts to 

counter threats of extremism and terrorism. The Commission wishes to further 

underscore that human rights do not counteract peace and national security and 

that effective counter terrorism measures and the protection of human rights 

are mutually reinforcing aims.  

 

Nonetheless, the Commission expresses its concern regarding certain aspects of 

Malaysia’s existing anti-terrorism laws, namely the Prevention of Terrorism Act  

and the more recent National Security Act, which among other things, accord 



the authorities with overly wide-reaching powers and lack sufficient safeguards 

against possible abuse of power as well as provisions for ensuring transparency 

and accountability. The Commission contends that such problematic provisions 

which undermine the right to a fair trial, the right to legal representation, the 

right to judicial review, the right to not be subjected to arbitrary detention, and 

other derogations are in breach of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and other international human rights standards.  The Commission hopes that 

these laws will be reviewed and amended to address these concerns.  

 

The Commission also regrets that the laws were formulated and passed without 

broad and meaningful consultations with relevant stakeholders, which is 

imperative in a fully functioning democratic system. While acknowledging that 

national security is paramount, the Commission urges the Government to ensure 

that its fight against terrorism does not contravene fundamental principles of 

human rights.  

 

Thank you. 


