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KUALA LUMPUR (29 JULY 2019)          -    The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) observes 30 July as World Day Against Trafficking in Persons. Every country 

in the world is affected by human trafficking, whether as a country of origin, transit, or 

destination for victims, and Malaysia is no exception.  

For another year, Malaysia has been placed on the Tier 2 Watch List of the US State 

Department’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report, which recognises that the Malaysian 

Government does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking, but 

is making significant efforts to do so. SUHAKAM hopes that the Government will greatly 

step up its efforts to combat human trafficking in order to fulfil its commitment to achieve 

Tier 1 status by 2020 as underlined in the National Action Plan for Anti-trafficking (NAP 

ATIP) 2016-2020.  

This is a crucial time for Malaysia, in part due to the discovery of mass graves in Wang 

Kelian, which has been shown to be camps for human trafficking. SUHAKAM with Fortify 

Rights published a report investigating the events leading up to its discovery and 

subsequently, in January 2019, the Prime Minister ordered the establishment of a Royal 

Commission of Inquiry (RCI) to investigate the matter further, the proceedings of which 

concluded in June. The final report and recommendations of the RCI is expected to be 

presented to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong in early September. These recommendations and the 

subsequent actions taken will be the touchstone for how serious human trafficking violations 

in Malaysia are addressed.  

Although the launch of the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Sessions Court (ATIP Court) in 

March of last year in Selangor has been a step in the right direction, these specialized courts 

must take into consideration the needs of victims and aim to address their needs as a way to 

intervene in and prevent further exploitation. It is our hope and expectation that these courts 

will adopt practices that recognize the vulnerability of victims and promote trauma-informed 

courtroom protocols. The establishment of the ATIP Court in every state, as originally 

envisioned, must be expedited so that victims of human trafficking are afforded a recourse to 

justice throughout the country.  

Equally necessary are competent prosecutors and committed judges. SUHAKAM hopes that 

the judges hearing trafficking cases will be trained in the dynamics of human trafficking, to 

ensure full protection and assistance for trafficked victims at all stages, in line with 

international standards set by the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, Especially Women and Children.  
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Women and children constitute the vast majority of victims of trafficking for sexual 

exploitation and forced labour. Data also shows that the share of persons trafficked within 

their own country has doubled in recent years, from 24% to 58% of all detected victims, 

according to the 2018 UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons. Now more than 

ever, human trafficking must be dealt with in a coordinated and collaborative manner, cutting 

across government agencies and civil society.  

As member of the Council for Anti-Trafficking in Persons and Anti-Smuggling of Migrant 

(MAPO) and independently in our capacity as a national human rights institution, 

SUHAKAM will continue to advocate for the protection of victims of human trafficking and 

urges the Government to take the necessary steps to seriously address systemic issues which 

have led to the continuing pervasiveness of human trafficking in our country. 
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