
 
 
 

“Human Rights For All”  
For enquiries contact the Commission’s front desk on 03-2612 5600 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

THE OFFICE OF THE CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER OF THE 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA (SUHAKAM) 
 

EDITOR, NEWS DESK                           FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PRESS STATEMENT 

KUALA LUMPUR    (17 NOVEMBER 2019)          -     Children’s Commissioner of the 

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) Prof Dato’ Noor Aziah Mohd Awal 

wishes to convey her thanks to approximately 40 civil society organisations (CSOs) who 

participated in her stakeholder consultation on 15 November. The CSOs comprised of 

academicians, medical practitioners, lawyers and NGOs who expressed their views and 

recommendations on issues relating to children in order to structure her future work on the 

concerned issues. 

 

Among children’s rights issues raised by the participants were: 

 

i. Urging the Government to raise the age of marriage to 18 years old to end child 

marriage for all children in Malaysia; 

ii. To delve into the issues concerning children living in Tahfiz schools and other form 

of boarding schools; 

iii. Enhancing efforts to ensure that sexual education including reproductive rights, early 

pregnancy and abortion are well-delivered and understood by children, parents and 

teachers; 

iv. To work on the establishment of policy in handling children in court in order to make 

a children friendly court system and the implementation of the existing policy; 

v. To enhance the juvenile justice system to be in-lined with what has been implemented 

in other countries. 

vi. To work on issues relating to access of education by children with disabilities, 

refugees, stateless, indigenous peoples and poor kids; 

vii. To enhance/improve the existing education syllabus/module to include among other 

compulsory self-defence class and SRH; 

viii. To look into the establishment of policy in handling children during and at the time of 

disaster such as flood, typhoon and land erosion; 

ix. Capacity building for women, youth and underprivileged children to upgrade their 

skills so that it can used to help in their daily life; 

x. Urging the Government to expediate its effort in ensuring that children are no longer 

be kept in detention centres (alternative ways to the detention) and to implement 

Diversion; 

xi. To empower and work closely with the Syariah Courts and Religious Agencies so that 

issues pertaining to child custody, maintenance and child marriage for instance can be 

dealt comprehensively and efficiently; 

xii. To look into issues concerning mental health among children; and 

xiii. To also engage with the children to ensure that all decision-making processes reflect 

the concern of the children. 
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A key outcome of the consultation was that the Office of the Children’s Commissioner 

should be established independently of SUHAKAM for the purpose of more effective use of 

resources in the course of the Children’s Commissioner’s work, among which would include 

conducting public hearings and forming a children’s committee as when public interest 

matters arise, and to focus the scope of her work. The meeting also urged the Government to 

allocate the necessary funding for the Children’s Commissioner to fully exercise her powers 

and execute her duties. 

 

Prof Dato’ Noor Aziah Mohd Awal hopes that this positive engagement and fruitful 

discussion will be the first of many such consultations with the public for the sake of the 

empowerment and improvement of children’s rights in Malaysia. 

 

-END- 

 

 

Professor Dato' Noor Aziah Hj. Mohd Awal 

Children's Commissioner 

17 November 2019  
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