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KUALA LUMPUR (31 MARCH 2020)    -    Prof. Dato’ Noor Aziah Mohd Awal, The 

Children’s Commissioner (CC) of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) 

is concerned with recent news report that 71 out of 274 students of Maahad Tahfiz An-

Nabawiyyah, Sg Lui tested positive of Covid-19.  Last week, 132 students of Tahfiz Maahad 

Miftahul Ulum were quarantined at Institut Sosial Negara (ISM) as they attended the Tabligh 

program at Seri Petaling mosque. On 30 March 2020, 87 students of a Tahfiz school in 

Terengganu are also being quarantined suspected of Covid-19. It is alarming to learn that 

children who are residents and students of neighbouring Tahfiz schools may also be affected.  

 

In line with Article 3 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Government and 

the Tahfiz Administrators are reminded that the best interests of the child shall be a primary 

consideration. The Government through the Ministry of Women, Family and Community 

Development (MWFCD) should ensure the child’s wellbeing is protected and cared for, by 

taking appropriate legislative and administrative measures.  Government shall also ensure that 

the institutions, services and facilities responsible for the care or protection of children shall 

confirm with established standards; particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and 

suitability of their staff, as well as under competent supervision.  

 

Noor Aziah also reminds the Government on its obligations, as stated in Article 24(1) of the 

CRC, shall recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard 

of health and to facilitate the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health, whilst ensuring 

that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services. In addition, 

Article 25 states, periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all other 

circumstances relevant to his or her placement, must be undertaken by competent authorities 

for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of his or her physical or mental health.  

 

Whilst Malaysia boldly takes on the battle against the Covid-19 pandemic, CC emphasises that 

it is vital to ensure necessary precautions are in place to protect children’s health and lives as 

they are a vulnerable group, particularly those who are not under the care of their parents. With 

the Movement Control Order (MCO) currently being enforced, children have a right to 

protection under the law and not to be discriminated. In general, MCO measures involves 

school closures and movement restrictions, which undoubtedly, interrupts children’s daily 

routine and access to social support. There is an increase risk of being more susceptible to 

violence and psychosocial distress. Special monitoring and care must be given to children with 

special needs.  

 



 
 
 

“Human Rights For All”  
For enquiries contact the Commission’s front desk on 03-2612 5600 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

THE OFFICE OF THE CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER OF THE 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA (SUHAKAM) 

 

As education falls under the purview of the Federal Government as provided for by item 13 of 

the Federal List in the Ninth Schedule of the Federal Constitution; CC reminds and affirms that 

all schools, whether religious in nature or otherwise, must be registered with the Government.  

Children come under purview of not only the the Ministry of Women, Family and Community 

Development (MWFCD) but Ministry of Health (MoH), Ministry of Education (MoE) and 

Malaysian National Security Council (MNSC) to ensure that all Tahfiz schools are regulated by 

lawful means, and children are fully protected and respected during this period. These schools 

must be regulated in order to prevent tragedies.  

 

CC wishes to record her heart felt gratitude to all front-liners, experts, workers, NGOs and 

child-advocates who tirelessly and conscientiously devote their services for the nation in this 

most challenging time. 

 

-END- 

 

 

Professor Dato' Noor Aziah Hj. Mohd Awal 

Children's Commissioner 

31 March 2020 

Media queries: Contact Mrs. Norashikin Hamzah at 03-2612 5687 / 019-621 5336 or shikin@suhakam.org.my 

 

mailto:shikin@suhakam.org.my

