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KUALA LUMPUR (3 MARCH 2020) - The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) wishes to reaffirm its position that every Malaysian citizen has the right to
freedom of speech and expression as guaranteed by Article 10 of the Federal Constitution.
Harassment and action taken against those expressing their dissatisfaction against events
surrounding the appointment of the Prime Minister may constitute a violation of these rights.

Police investigations against expressions of dissent may constitute a form of harassment and,
if left unchecked, may create a chilling effect in which citizens self-censor or restrain
themselves from fully exercising their right to freedom of expression in fear of threats of
legal sanctions.

The expression of legitimate criticisms and grievances, particularly regarding public
processes, indicates a mature and open democracy where it is possible to publicly and
peacefully disagree. Such disagreements should not be punished as they are often the sole
avenue for citizens to express their feelings of disenfranchisement.

SUHAKAM cautions that forms of expression which spread, incite, promote, stir up or justify
racial or religious hatred, intolerance or racism can be restricted and wishes to remind all
parties of the recognised limited scope of permissible restrictions to the exercise of the right
to protest.

SUHAKAM hopes that Malaysia’s continuing positive journey towards a maturing space for
civil liberties and basic freedoms will be strongly supported by all enforcement agencies and
that public expressions of dissatisfaction will receive a measured and lenient approach from
the authorities.
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