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PRESS STATEMENT 

KUALA LUMPUR (8 MARCH 2020)      -     The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) observes 8 March as International Women’s Day, with the theme for 2020 as 

“I am Generation Equality: Realizing Women’s Rights”. The theme is aligned with UN 

Women’s new multigenerational campaign, Generation Equality, which marks the 25th 

anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the most progressive 

roadmap for the empowerment of women and girls everywhere. 

According to the Department of Statistics Malaysia, the Malaysia Gender Gap Index Score 

is 0.727. Although women outperform men at every level in primary, secondary and higher 

education and are almost at par with men in terms of literacy, at 96.3% to men’s 97%, on 

average, women earn RM9.32 for every RM10 earned by a man. Only 55.2% of women 

participate in the workforce compared to 80.4% of men and occupy 33% of management and 

senior positions, though the latter is higher than the global average of 29%. In terms of 

political empowerment, only 14.4% of members of parliament elected were women. 

Having ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW) in 1995, Malaysia has the obligation to enact laws that formally recognise 

Gender Equality and criminalise Sexual Harassment. SUHAKAM has been actively 

involved in stakeholder engagements concerning the formulation, drafting and review of the 

Sexual Harassment Bill and Anti-Discrimination against Women Bill, intended to formally 

recognise and bridge gaps concerning discrimination against women. 

While statistics can illustrate inequality, we must also recognise that women have a particular 

role in uplifting the effects of poverty in economically depressed areas which affects and is 

affected by education. Raising the marriage age to 18 without exception will allow girls to 

focus on their education and enable them to be financially independent, upwardly mobile and 

fully empowered. 

Providing more formal and informal opportunities for women to be mentored and upskilled is 

also important in elevating their capabilities to take up leadership roles both in the 

professional and political fields. As a society, we should encourage girls and women not only 

to step up as leaders, but also to ensure that the environment they are in fully supports them, 

through such initiatives as daycares in the workplace, paternity leave and flexible work 

arrangements, to name a few. In enabling women to fully realise their potential, we will be 

improving and empowering society as a whole. 
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