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KUALA LUMPUR (27 MARCH 2020) - The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) wishes to clarify the steps it had undertaken immediately following the confirmation
of Covid-19 case(s) amongst its Commissioners, contrary to recent news circulating through
various news portals.

On 11 March 2020, SUHAKAM released a press statement informing public that one of its
Commissioners had been tested positive with COVID-19. In the same statement, it announced the
closure of its Kuala Lumpur office from 11 to 14 March 2020, to facilitate a thorough and complete
disinfection of its premises. Following the confirmation of the second positive case, SUHAKAM
had written to the attendees of the Public Inquiry held from 2 to 4 March 2020, to alert them of a
possible exposure to the virus. SUHAKAM had also contacted organisers of external events
attended by the Commissioner(s) following the date of suspected exposure to the virus, to inform
their guests accordingly.

For the record, the Commissioner(s) involved had immediately initiated self-quarantine and were
admitted to the hospital when found to be positive. Neither the Commissioners nor SUHAKAM
office had withheld any information from the Ministry of Health (MoH) at any time; and advice
from MoH officers were closely adhered to. SUHAKAM office had promptly provided names of
every person who had come into close contact with those infected, to Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah
investigating officer(s). In accordance with Ministry procedures, appointed Medical officers were
responsible to follow-up and contact persons on the lists; and appointments made for tests, if
deemed necessary.

SUHAKAM wishes to inform that in line with the Government’s response to the Covid-19, in
applying the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases Act 1988, authorised officers are under
obligation to maintain confidentiality of information under the Section 3 (3) of this Act. It is also an
offence under Section 22 of this Act for obstructing any authorised officer, or refusing to provide or
giving false information if required by any authorised officer carrying out duties under this Act.

SUHAKAM is fully aware of the need to balance the rights of the public to health and safety, as
opposed to the rights of the patient. SUHAKAM stands firm that it had done what is best, given the
circumstances as it played out.
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